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Vi 1: 


4s JEALOUSY 








IT WAS AN 
IMPERIAL 
FIEF (A 


TERRITORY 
UNDER DIRECT 
SHOGUN- 


BONTENMARU WENT 
TO THE NEIGHBOR 
PROVINCE WHERE THAT 
MAN (HYGSUKE) LIVED. 





AND $0 HE 
DECIDED TO 
STAY AT AN 
INN NEARBY 
UNTIL HE SAW 
WITH HIS 
OWN EYES. 


“NO, | WANT 
TO SEE HOW 
DOES AZUMI 

ACT WHEN SHE 
MEETS THAT 

MAN...” 


HE HAD THE 
IMPULSE 
THAT...IT COULD 
BE SOMETHING 
IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL HE SAW 
THE ACTUAL 
SCENE... 














THERE’S NO NEED 
FOR ALL FOUR 
OF US TO GUARD 


DOESN'T PLAN TO GO 
OUT AT ALL. 


WAITING FOR 
NEWS ABOUT 
AZUMI COMING 
TO THIS 
PLACE...AND 
THREE DAYS 
HAD ALREADY 
PASSED. 


AAAAH.../M, 
GONNA DIE 
OF BOREDOM! 





THEY TELL ME 
HE HAS NO 
STATUS, NO 

STATION...A MERE 
SCULPTOR’S 
APPRENTICE... 


WHY DOES SHE 
LOVE A MAN 
OF SUCH LOW 
STATUSI? 


A MAN OF THAT 
LEVEL INSTEAD 
OF me! THE 


SHOGUN’S 
OWN SON! 





I'M CLOSER, 
BUT | MADE 
S YOU WAIT! 





MISSION THIS 
TIME 


PLACES 
TOBIZARU'S 
HEALTH AND 
RECOVERY 
AS PRIORITY 
NUMBER: 


Yes! | FINALLY 
RECEIVED A DAY OFF! 
IS IT OKAY WITH 
You, AZUMI? 








PROBABLY NOT ALL 
THERE IS TO IT...SHE’S 
LIKE SAYING THAT $O 








GRAMPS, 
DID yA? 


YOU KNOW 
THIS KID'S 
GRANDPA!? 


































| GAVE THAT 
CHILD AND OLD 
MAN AT THE GATE 
MY ATTENTION BY 
SHEER COINCIDENCE! §< 





YOU'LL BECOME 
THE BEST 
SCULPTOR IN 
ALL THE LAND! 
T KNOW IT! 


ONLY THE ONES No, NO, 
| PAY A LITTLE NOT ALL. 


¢ ‘4 
ime aad 
ATTENTION TO. THAT'S NOT os t 

i) POSSIBLE. — 













IT’S SHOCKING TO ME, 
HyOSuKE-DONo! You 
REMEMBER ALL THE 
PEOPLE WE PASS BY 

LiKE THISI? 


















STILL, IT’S SO 
AMAZING! JUST 
FOCUS A BIT 
AND YOU 


UHI?” 


AND YOU CAN CARVE 
retrd TOBIZARUIS NEAR PERFECT 
MIEN, LIKENESS ON THis 


HyosuKe- ROCK JUST FROM MEMORY! 





AND YOU COULD 
CARVE A RUNNING 
BIRD ANYTIME, 
Too! 


IT COULD BE 
ADMIRED, CERT- 
AINLY, BUT... 


TAKE THE 
FACIAL 
EXPRESSION, 
FOR EXAMPLE. 


YOU COULD 
CARVE A BIRD 
ABOUT TO 
TO TAKE 
FLIGHT 


IF | JUST CARVED 
SOMETHING 
PERFECTLY LIKE 
THE ORIGINAL... 


A SCULPTURE THAT 
STRIKES TO THE 
‘SOUL, THAT GRASPS THE 
HEART AND MIND OF 
ITS VIEWER...THAT IS 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT. 





EVEN THOSE WHO SEE A 
PEACEFUL FACIAL 
EXPRESSION ON BUDDHA 
AND BODHISATTVA 
STATUES SOMETIMES 


BUT WHO FEELS 
WHAT DEPENDS 
ON THE PERSON 
THAT LAYS 
EYES UPON 
THEM... 


HAPPEN TO FEEL THAT THEY 


HAVE A HIDDEN FACE 


| WANT TO. 
BE ABLE TO 
CARVE A 
SCULPTURE 
LIKE THAT! 


AROUSING THEIR 
EMOTIONS, CAPTIVATING 
THEIR HEARTS AND 
MINDS! I'D SEE THAT 
IT HAD THAT KIND 
OF POWER! 


STEALING 
THE ATTENTION 
OF ALL WHO 


THEY SAY 
THE NIG HAVE 
A DARING 
AND THREAT- 
ENING ASPECT, 
WHILE THE 
HANNYA HAVE 
AN ASPECT 
OF JEALOUSY 


OF TRUE 
GRANDEUR. 





| FEEL THAT IN 
ORDER TO DO SO, 
| MUST POLISH 
NOT ONLY My 
‘SKILLS WITH 
CARVING, BUT MY 
OWN HEART AS WELL. 


| KNOW THIS 
MUST SOUND 
VERY PROFOUND. 


I KNOW THAT 
MY GOAL IS STILL 
SO VERY FAR 





Bur | FEEL 
THAT EVEN IF 
IT TAKES ME A 
LIFETIME TO 
REACH IT, | 
WILL HAVE 
NO REGRETS! 








YOU SAID YOU 
WANTED TO CARVE 
A MAGNIFICENT 
STATUE THAT 
WOULD STAY 
IN THIS WORLD 
FOR CENTURIES! 


PEOPLE MANY 
CENTURIES FROM 
NOW SEE THE 
STATUES YOU 


Py 
nie 


HYOSUKE-DONO! 
THAT WOULD BE 
$0 COOOOOL! 





IT’S SAID 
IF YOU 
WRITE YOUR 
WISH ON A 
WOODEN TAG 
AND OFFER 


By IT, IT COMES 


| WONDER 
WHAT THOSE 
PEOPLE ARE 

WRITING! y) 


AZUMI...WRITE A 
WISH YOU HAVE. EVEN 
SOMETHING YOU 
WANT FOR THE 
FUTURE WILL DO. 











WRITE, 
AZUMI? 






THAT YOU CAN 
BECOME SUCH AN 
AMAZING SCULPTOR! 















CAN 
3 CAPTIVATE 
AND MOVE: 





YOU 
SHOULD 
HAVE 
WRITTEN 
SOME 


WISH OR 
DREAM 
FOR YOUR 
OWN 
FUTURE, 
Azumi! 
Cy 
















NEVER 


VLL gust THOUGHT 
KEEP CARRYING ABOUT IT. 
OUT MY MISSIONS 
UNTIL THE TIME 
I'M FINALLY 








BACK THEN 
WE TALKED 
SO MUCH 








PLEASE 
KEEP THAT THERE 9A WANT TO 


cy WAY TO LIVE A 
sasienrar PEACEFUL LIFE! ARGUE, BUT. 


BEFORE...WHEN | 
HEARD YOUR DREAM 


SOMEHOW.. 
YOU KNOW... 





THE FUTURE 
SUDDENLY LOOKED 
SO BRIGHT! 





DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
WILL THINK OF 
DIFFERENT THINGS 
LOOKING AT THEM. 


| JUST NEVER 
IMAGINED OR 
THOUGHT ABOUT 
MY LIFE IN 
THE LONG 
TERM! 


AND ALL THE 
PEOPLE IN THE 
FUTURE WILL 
KEEP LOOKING 
AT THEM! 


THE 
STATUES 
THAT YOU 

CARVED WILL 
REMAIN 
IN THIS 
WORLD 

LONG 





MAKES ME 
FEEL SO 
INCREDIBLY 


FOR THE 
FIRST GIVES ME SO 
TIME... MUCH JOY... 





AHHHH! IF THE 


CURRENT ME 
HAD THE POWER 
TO HELP HER... 





FEELING 
THIS IS! 























wi 








SHE'S 

NEVER S-SuCH 
pemice » A SMILE! 
A HAPPY 

FACE! 





SHE'S NEVER 
SMILED FOR ME 
LIKE THAT! 
NOT EVEN 
ONCE! 














DAAAAMN 
YOUU! | 
WON'T 
FORGIVE 
YOU...| WON'T 
FORGIVE 
YOU...1 
WON'T 
FORGIVE 





(J 
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CHAPTER 2: THREAT 


Shit on, 








YOU TO 


STAY AT yOUARE AN 


THE / army | WISH TO 
REMAIN HERE 

NIWAUCHI. FOR WHEN 

TENKAI'S OWN 


WHEN THE \ 
TIME COMES, =| 
YOU MUST 
REPAY ME 
BY RISKING 
YOUR LIVES! 


FOR CARING 
FOR YOU 
UNTIL THIS 
POINT! 





BUT WHEN 
THE TIME 
bh cOMES TO 





| MUST RETURN 
HE Is A MAN >A S TO EDO RIGHT 
= AWAY, BUT NOW 
YOU ARE TO 
FOLLOW KANO’S 


7S || —— 


Lew 24 ini 








THAT AZUMI, THE 
SLAYER OF MY 
D026 AND KAZ6 
IS HERE AS 


MAY WE TAKE 
REVENGE RIGHT 


INSTRUCT YOU 
OF A PROPER 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THAT 
MATTER AS 
WELL. 








IS LADY OKyY6, — 
A MOST THE ONE 
CHARMING WHO RUNS 
WOMAN. BR THE NIWAUCHI, 


WHERE YOU 
ALL WILL BE 
STAYING... 

















THE ONE WHO 
VIGOROUSLY 
CARRIES OUT 

HER ORDERS IS 

HER DEAF YOUNGER 
BROTHER, 
CHIYOZ6. 





BE RESPECTFUL 
TO OKY6 AND 
TO CHIYOZ6. 


YOU MUST NOT 

MOCK HIM OR 

TRY TO CLAIM 
OKY6 FOR YOURSELF. 


THAT'S ALL 
YOU LOT HAVE 
TO PUT UP 
WITH 


AS LONG 
AS YOU 
STAY IN THE 
NIWAUCHI. 








| your issues 
WITH AZUMI? 


AT FIRST, 


To Feel ouT {| COAXING HER 


HER PLANS. 


AZUMI IS 
FOLLOWING 
HIGH PRIEST 





AZUMI USED 
YOU, PLAYED 
WITH YOUR 
HEART AND 
THEN IGNORED 
YOU. 


U WHEN you consiper \¥ 
SHE COULD BE THIS...SHE IS A 
‘A REAL PROBLEM 
FOR US...1 COULD 
SLAY HER IMMEDIATELY. 





a AZUMI MY ) FOO 
WOMANS YOU'LL Given uP! () 
see! : ‘] 














THERE WEREN'T 
ANY GIRLS LIKE 
HER IN OUR 


HOME VILLAGE... 





HY6SUKE-DONO 
SAID | PLAY WITH 
THIS TOP TO STAVE 
OFF MY LONELINESS 





THINKING 
OF HIS 
FUTURE! 


THINKING 
OF HIM! 
































“Wark SEs A 
One 724 ga 
es ” THAT EERIE 



































7 MAN WITH \We 
YY ni) "ee 
A e Pa : 
=e ° a ) OWE corcuean.. 

y = YOu CAN JT 
| FEEL IT, = FEEL THAT (‘sy 
TOO... THE \ |} He's quire | 

OTHER GUARDS N\ SKILLED... 
NEXT TO HIM 0 IV WO} dg 
ARE NOTHING. | ~ fe |. \ 












































THOSE TWO... 
THEY SAY 
THEY HAVE 
PRIDE FROM 
THE SWORD 
‘SKILLS THEY 
LEARNED AT 
THEIR DOJO. 


































































WHAT QUALITY 
DOES THAT 
APPRENTICE 

SCULPTOR HAVE!? 














| 
THOUGHT 
7 
BEEN 
| CAREFUL! 








SCULPTOR 
ANYWAY!? of 





EF ] 
ih 


WITH JUST A : rr i 


WORD, | ¢ 
Attempt COULD EVEN 
ei £ 


ND TO 
ON TONS MUNENORI'S 


hoa 


Likewise, 
WITH BUT 
ONE ORDER, 


TO THAT | COULD 


APPRENTICE 
DO WHAT- 
PToR! 
‘SCUL} es ever | 





| CAN HAVE 
ANYTHING DONE TO 
HIM IF | SAY THE 


























I'M TELLING 
YOU THAT 


/ APPRENTICE’S 


FUTURE IS 
WITHIN My 


































A SCULPTOR 
WITHOUT HANDS 
OR EYES IS THROUGH, 
ISN'T HE!? HAHAHA 
4 HAHAHAH! 











YOU 
Swill 
IIIINE!! 


WON YIN NT YM OY VS 


8 





GIVE YOUR 
HATE TO ME! 


HURT ME 
INSTEAD! 





THAT 
< APPRENTICE 








S 
é 


Azumi, you're 
THE WOMAN WHO © 
IS TO BE MY 
wiFe! | COULD 
Never! 


BWAH HA HA HA HA 
HAAA!! DOES IT 
MAKE YOU THAT 
ANGRY, AZUMI...? 








IS IT BECAUSE 
YOU DON'T 
WANT TO BE 
MY WOMANI? 








So 
Wve 


| CAN'T GIVE 
UP ON YOU! 
BE My WOMAN! 

















YOU HAVE NO 
OTHER OPTION 
THAN TO BECOME 
MY WOMAN, 
AZUMI! 


i oS HY > 
> REFUSE, THEN << 
ara THAT APPREN- << 


TICE BASTARD) 
WILL NEVER 
BE SAFE! 









































UHUHUH 
UHUHUHU S| 


HULHUHU! & 
Jo ms 
2 


? & : f ws Fe 
STHAT I'M = / : An 


THE SON , © 
< OF THE < 
“\SHOGUN! ( 





i 
IF PEOPLE HUNDREDS eeatl 
OF YEARS FROM NOW S 


¢ + my ABLE TO 
WERE TO SEE YOUR 5 } mete 


SCULPTURE ( 
LIKE THAT! 


SCULPTURES AND 


SAYS 
HE’LL 


| WILL NOT 
ALLOW IT! 





WHAT 
soot, SHOW? Wy 
a, (D0? ©) au 
io) 
aed, 


PROTECT 
HYOSUKE- 
DONo!? 





CEI he SOMO MIGSOMEIIONS 








SINCE IT 
CANNOT 
HOLD THAT 


INVITED THE 

MOST PROM 
INENT 
AMONG 


To Oky6, | WISH FOR Te REST 
WHO RUNS FULL ResPecT |) Whe Be 


LODGING IN 
TO BE SHOWN 
ued THE NIWAUCHI. 


WELL AS 
CHIYOZ6. 


THEY'RE NOT 
THE TYPE OF 
PEOPLE TO 

COMPLY WITH 
THAT WISH, 


THIS IS 
MY 





I'LL INTRODUCE 
YOU TO OkY6 AND 
CHIYOZ6 AT MY 
HOME AS WE 
SHARE DRINKS 
TOGETHER. 


OOOH! so 
WE CAN MAKE 
THE ACQUAIN- 

TANCE OF THAT 








GENTLEMEN, SUCH @ THIS IS MY { | 
A PLEASURE TO YOUNGER | 
MEET YOU ALL. BROTHER, 





SOCCORKK 


AZUMI! 
UNLESS YOU 
BECOME MY 


WHAT SHOULD | 
DO...WHAT SHOULD 

1 DO...HOW CAN I 
PROTECT HYGSUKE- 

















THAT SPY ALWAYS 
HAD HIS EYE ON 
ME...AND HE FOUND 
OUT ABOUT 


HY6SUKE-DONO... 








2S 
Fw 
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aS 
Qs 
Lo 
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b 
Ox 
25 
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FS 





KANG OF 
THE YAGYO 





IF IT IS, HE LIKELY HAS 
SOME INFLUENCE ON 
BONTENMARU-SAMA’S 
ACTIONS...CAN | MAKE A 
DEAL WITH HIM TO SPARE 
HY6SLIKE-DONO FROM 


HARMI? CAN THAT WORK!? 


WHAT IF IT 
WAS TO 

BACKFIRE 

ON ME!? 








YOUR YOUNGER 

BROTHER CAN'T 
BL HEAR ANYTHING 
. AT ALLI?- 





YOU ACCEPT 


2 
= 
D 
D 
key 
a 





ie} 
ioe 
88R2 
® 
Bees 
w 
OVEs 





THIS SURE IS SURPRISING. 
THEY HAVE JUST INFORMED 
ME THAT AZUMI HAS COME 

ALONE TO TALK TO ME. 


SO WE CAN 
SEE THE LEGENDARY 
AZUMI ALREADY, 

2 





SHE'S REFUSING 


TO ENTER THE 
HOUSE AND SAYS 


i SHE'LL SPEAK IN 


THE COURTYARD. 








OOOH! 
ARE YOU 
AZUMI? !? 


KANG-SAN... 
IS THAT YOUNG 
GIRL AZUMI!? 





TO THINK THIS 
CUTE LITTLE 
GIRL WOULD BE 
AZUMI! 


MERCEN- 
ARIES 
HIRED BY 
MUNENORI 
PERHAPS? 


YOU'RE NOTHING 
LIKE | IMAGINED 
YOU'D BE! 


WHO ARE 
THESE 
PEOPLE? 
THEY DON’T 
LOOK LIkE 


CLAN 
MEMBERS. 





OkY6-SAN AND 
CHIYOZ6-SAN 

ARE HERE. THERE 
REALLY WAS A 
CONNECTION! = / 


I'LL HEAR 
OUT WHAT 
>, YOU HAVE 


HE DOESN'T CARE 
IF THESE MEN THAT | ONLY WANT 
HEAR US, IT’S TO SPEAK WITH HIM! 
ALL THE SAME 
TO HIM! 





ARE YOU 
AWARE OF 
WHAT | 


WHAT ARE 
YOU REFE- 
RRING. TO? 


INTENTION OF 
INTERFERING AND 
| HAVE RECEIVED 

NO ORDER TO 

Do so. 


| WISH 
TO TELL 
YOU THIS 

FIRST. 


Topay | 
RECEIVED A 
COWARDLY 

THREAT 


MARU- 
SAMA! 


REGARDING 
YOUR PLAN 
TO MAKE 
HIM LORD 
OF THE 
CASTLE IN 
THIS DOM- 
AIN... 





| WILL OPPOSE 
YOU AT THE 
RISK OF MY OWN 
LIFE! | AM 


THIS WILL 
LEAD TO GREAT 
REGRET FOR 
YOU AND 
BONTEN- 
MARU- 
sama! 


PLEASE PASS THIS 
MEASSAGE ON TO 
BONTENMARL-SAMA! 


ASk 

KANo-SAMA, I’M Aa) a Bn} BONTEN- 
VERY CERTAIN { ie MARU- 

THAT YOURE 5m SAMA 
SOMEONE WHO ga AND YOU 
HAS THE POWER Se 

TO RESTRAIN 

BONTENMARU- 
SAMA’S ACTONS. 


BUT? SHOULD 
BONTEN- 
fg] MARU-SAMA’S: 


COWARDLY 
J THREATS 
BECOME 
REALITY? 


As | ASkED 
BEFORE, WHAT 
THREAT WAS 
THIS...? 



















rene fe 
Ss 
3 THE FUCK ARE 


3 YOU SAYING!? 










A LITTLE WENCH 
LIkE YOU 
SPEAKS SO 
gj HIGH'N'MIGHTY!? 






THIS YOUNG 
GIRL KILLED Dozo 






PLEASE LET US 
KILL HER! 











MIME | DIDN'T BELIEVE 
HOSTAGE AND ORDER HER Adu WOLLD BE 
HAVE A LITTLE v0 SUCH A BEWITCHING 


YOUNG WOMAN! 





THAT WOULD BE 
AMAZING! AS 
THE SAYING 
GOES, LIKE... 
SOMETHING 





| COULD LIkELy 
CONVINCE HIM...IF | 
SIT HIM DOWN AND 
EXPLAIN HOW | 
COULDN'T STOP THIS 
SITUATION. 


THIS COULD 
BE THE PERFECT 
CHANCE TO DEAL 

WITH AZUMI 

ONCE AND FOR 

ALL! 





SHE’S A BOTHER, 
BUT IF SHE’S 
KILLED NOW, | 

DON’T THINK THAT 

THIS WOULD CALM 

BONTEMARU-SAMA 


HOWEVER, IF 
SHE'S GANG- 
RAPED AND 


KILLED By 


THEM HERE, 


THEN... 


SHOULD AZUMI 
BE SOILED, HE 
MAY GIVE UP 
AND ABANDON ANY 
LINGERING 
AFFECTION 
FOR HER. 


| WILL 

CONVEY 
YOUR WORDS 
TO BONTEN- 


MARU- 





WELL...NO MATTER HOW | LOOK HOVER: eo a KeD 
AT IT, | CANNOT FIND A WAY AND I... 
MANSION OF YOUR OWN 
TO ORDER THEM TO JUST LET FREE WILL, AND YOU 
a 
YOU WALK AWAY SAFELY FROM THIS. N\ ARE THE DESPISED ENEM 





y QW = OF MANY MEN HERE. 
Hi TT 











Ss 


ys, 








Wily 
Wiig 


TO THOSE 
i WHO LIVE IN 
IS TRYING TO : RELIANCE ON SToP 
RAPE ME hh. THEIR STRENGTH, THIS! 
WORTH YOUR > INSTEAD OF 
Lives!? CUTTING A 
. THEIR ARMS 





Do NOT BE CARELESS! 
SHOULD YOU TRY TO 
SIMPLY RENDER HER 

UNCONSCIOUS INSTEAD 

OF FIGHTING WITH 

INTENT TO KILL, YOU'LL 

ALL BE SLAIN! 


AZUMI HAS 
SLAIN TWENTY 
SIX SKILLED 
FIGHTERS OF 
THE YAGYU 
CLAN! 





THEN WE'LL 
RAPE YOU 
AFTER WE 
KILL YOU! 

















IT’S JUST AS 
YOU see! STOP! 


DON’T THROW 
YOUR LIVES 
































Y 
\ 


W 
N 


} 

























CHAPTER 4: gee 
HEARTS THAT 
CANNOT BE 
SEPARATED 


BOTH 


BONTENMARL- 


SAMA AND 
KANO-SAMA 
WILL GREATLY 
REGRET IT, 
| SWEAR IT! 


IF 
BONTENMARU- 
SAMA’S 


COWARDLY 

THREATS 

COME TO 
PASS, | WILL 


NEVER q 
FORGIVE YOu! \f 





= 
Qe 
2a 
= 
= 





Now You've fj HACHIROBE 
DONE IT, ‘ EEEEEEEE! 
AZUMI! 4 DAMN IIIIIIT! @ 


WON'T FAIL! p>. > DD you see 


WE'LL BLOW we Ne HERI? THAT 
g ‘ YOUNG GIRL KILLED 
D020 AND KAzO! 


KANO-SANI! CAN 
WE KILL HER!? No, 
WE’RE GONNA KILL 

HER NOW!! 














YOU CAN'T 
ATTACK 
THEM 
WITHOUT A 
GOOD STR- 
ATEGY. 


NOT A BAD 
WAY TO GET 
IN THE 
RIGHT MOOD! 


= SHE'S PROTECTED BY 
A LARGE NUMBER OF 
MONKS WHO TRAIN 
WITH BUJUTSU AT 
A GREAT 
TEMPLE CALLED 
SAIGAIN. 


LOVELY! A 
WARM UP 
TO OUR TRUE 














KILLING 
MONKS IS 





WIITHOUT Waere’ 
MERE'D 
AWORD © you Gol? 


ere 





THERE WILL 
BE SO MUCH 
DAMAGE. SO 
MANY WILL 
Die. | CANNOT 
LET THAT 
COME TO 
Pass! 


AMONG THE 
MULTITUDE OF 
FOES I'VE MADE, 
THERE, THERE'S 


A CLAN THAT 
SPECIALIZES IN 
EXPLOSIVE ARROWS. 
IF THEY ATTACK 
THE TEMPLE 
LOOKING FOR 
ME... 


WE HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED 
TO PROTECT 
YOU BY 
TENKAI-SAMA, 
AZUMI-SAN. 





BUT UNTIL I 
DEAL WITH THAT 
EXPLOSIVE ARROW 
USING CLAN, IT’S 
BEST | KEEP 
My DISTANCE FROM 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE I'M 
PLANNING TO 
DISAPPEAR. 
VLL TELL You 
WHERE I’M 
GOING. 


(§ 70 DereaT 
THEM. 


THAT IF | 
DON'T DO 


) CUT OFF HYOSUKE- 

\ BONO'S ARMS AND 
{ TAKE OUT 
His Eves! 





SO FROM HEREON, 
I PLAN TO CHOOSE 
A PLACE CLOSE BY 
TO HYOSUKE-DONO. 


EVEN A SAMALL 
HUT WILL DO. | 
eA Wilt Live THERE. 


I'M USED 
TO THINGS 





MORE 
THAN THIS, 
iri Be 








YOU FOR 
ALL YOU'VE 





| DID TO 
CONVINCE 


IT’S NOT WELL, WE ONLY 
Cae ig. PRETENDED TO GET IT! 
y \ WE'RE GONNA BE 
FROM THIS! 4 FIGHTING RIGHT 
ALONGSIDE YOU, 
AZUMI! 





FOR THE 
NATION'S 


| ALREADY TOLD 
YOU THAT YOU 

CAN'T PERSUADE 
US, DIDN'T I? 


LET'S JUST 
STOP ALL THIS 
POINTLESS 
CHATTER! 


ITS A DON'T 
PERSON- CONFUSE 
AL FIGHT! YOUR DUTY 

WITH THIS! 


WE WON'T LEAVE YOU 

ALONE, AZUMI!! We’LL 

FIGHT AGAINST THOSE 
FILTHY YAGYU COWARDS!! 





PF 
YOU'RE 
IDIOTS. 





PLEASE, 
THAT'S 
UNREAS- 
ONABLE! 

















DEEPLY 





WOUNDED! £ 





DON’T WORRY! 
FLL cover 
MY WOUNDS 
PROPERLY! 


UNABLE TO 


DAMMIT ALL! |} HELP you 
THIS STUPID 
WOUND IS SO 

ANNOYING! 





WE BROUGHT 
RICE, TOO! AND 


EVEN A SAMALL 
RIVER NEARBY. THIS 


i 
of 
s 
iw 
8 
5 
ey 


3 
a 





~ i) UNLIKE YOU, 
i, I'M NOT 
USED TO 
LIVING AT 


WE PROPERLY 
PREPARED A 
CHANGE OF CLOTHES 
AS WELL! 











PROPERLY 


OUTSIDE a 
THOSE MANNERED! 


( Times! 


RIGHT...AND FOR 
WHEN WE 
! SLEEP...WE’LL GO 
I, SEARCH FOR SOME- 
THING THAT CAN BE 
PUT AS A SCREEN 
AMONG US... 





ENSURE NO 
PEEPERS SPY 
ON you! 








De 
iD f | 





OUR HORSES WON'T m WE'LL HAVE 
LAST A MOMENT , 4 SOME FARMERS 
AGAINST EXPLODING NEARBY LOOK 
ARROWS... g AFTER THE J 
’ m HORSES. 





CAN BE | ALSO 

A SHIELD CHOSE THIS 

"AND PROTECT } = AGAINST PLACE DUE 
YOUR BODIES F TO THE 
WITH THE THICK 


ii DRILL EVERY DETAIL 
OPENINGS FOR OF THE TERRAIN 
ESCAPING AND | #2 HERE INTO YOUR 
ATTACKING. ‘ Heaps! 


YOU CAN FIND 


i] 
{| 


iH 





FINISHED 
PREPARING | 
BREAK- 


How!? DID you 
GO BLY some!? 


WE LEFT Ne 
THE HORSES 
IN CUSTODY 
AND BORROWED 
SOME STRAW 


THAT'S A LOT 
OF FISH! 





CATCHING 
FISH IS 
MY SPECI- 


WE PROBABLY 
SHOULDN'T BE 
EATING BREAKFAST : 
AT OUR LEISURE ike SEEING 
i US TAKE IT 
EASY 


DO YOU 
THINK WE'VE 


THEYD NEED 
TO COME 
ON HORSES 
FOR THAT... 








AH, LISTEN TO 
you! YOU'RE 
RISKING YOUR 
LIFE WITHOUT 

EVEN AN ORDER 
FROM TENKAI- 





YOU SAID WE'D 
DO A BIG JOB 
FOR THE COUNTRY 
AND THEN WE'D 








DID YoU... ‘ 
FALL IN Love | kgYins andl | HAVE NO REGRETS 
we NOR ANY HESITATION 
IN RISKING MY LIFE TO 
FIGHT AT AZUMI-SAN’S 





SO TORANO- LL PRrorect 
SUKE'S LOST HER AT THE 
HIS HEART TO 


HER AS WELL... 































CHAPTERS: 
THE FIRST 
BLOODY 
BATTLE 





LIkE WE TOLD 
YOU BEFORE, WE'RE 
HERE TO HELP! 





$0 YOU TWO 
SHOULD STAY 
Away! 


LISTEN uP! I'M 

THEIR TARGET! 

ME AND ONLY 
ME HERE! 





IT'LL BE EASIER 
FOR ME TO FIGHT 
ALONE WITH THE 

TREES AS MY SHIELD 

AGAINST THOSE 

EXPLODING ARROWS! 





EACH OF US BUT WE DON’T 
MUST WORRY HAVE TIME TO 
ONLY ABOUT WORRY ABOUT 
THEIR OWN ONE ANOTHER’S 4 
BACK AND THEIR 


PICK A PLACE 
WHERE IT’S 
EASIEST FOR 
YOU TO FIGHT. 





SHE'S RIGHT. WHEN 
YOU CONSIDER THOSE 
EXPLODING ARROWS, IT’S 
BEST FOR THREE TO 
SPLIT UP. 


QuITE. LET US SEE 
THE POWER OF YOUR 
EXPLODING ARROWS! 


AS PROMISED, 
YOU LEAVE 
AZUMI TO 





IT’S TIME FOR 
OUR FIRST 
BATTLE AT LAST, 
TORANOSUKE! 


ey) WE'RE GONG 


TO KILL...FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME... 





A PINCER 
ATTACK 
SHOULD 

FINISH HER! 











HIKOSHIRO, 
TORANO- 


S | BEG you. I'M 
BEGGING YOOOOU! _, 
g 


YOURSELVES _~ 
KINMILLED! 





























KEEP YOUR 


DISTANCE AND 
SHOOT! DON'T 
GET NEAR 
AZUMIIIIIII! 








DAMN IT! 
STO! ‘OP 


P ST aS 
STOP STOOOOP! Ze 





IW 


THIS IS A POOR 


5 


ES, 
HM...IT LOKS LIKE a . ( < AH! FOOLS! 
THIS IS A THE EXPLODING ARROW 5 25 WHAT THE 


ai, TRULY BAD iW, USERS ARE GIVING UP. 4 HELL ARE 
Ye MG 


PLACE TO 
FIGHT. 





ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. ‘ WE'RE SOLDIERS WHOSE 
We SHOULD : TRUE PURPOSE IS TO 
% DO BATTLE WITH TENKAI’S 
ARMY OF WARRIOR MONKS! 
KANO-SAMA WOULD ADMONISH 
US TO NOT ALLOW OUR NUMBERS 
TO DROP ANY FURTHER! 


p RETREEEEE 
rp EEEEEAT! 


THEY'RE PULLING 
OUT FROM THERE, 
TOO! WHAT 










HIKOSHIRO! 
TORANO- 


3 WERE THEY 


‘a KILLED?!/? P 





Ty 22 5 
onl i 
AY We 


HIKOSHIRO! <\\\\\ 
ARE YOU 
OKAYI?!? 











IT’S ALL RIGHT, IT’S NOT YOUR 
BLOOD!! YOU DIDN’T TAKE ANY 
SERIOUS WOUNDS!! GET IT 
TOGETHER! 


: MIs 





HIko- 
SHIRO! 


YOU 





THEY JUST SWING 
THOSE KATANA 
AROUND LIKE 





IN THE END, 
WE LOST 
FIVE...NO, 
SIX MEN. 


WHO WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT THAT 
THOSE TWO YOUNG- 
STERS WERE SO 


WE HAVE A LIMITED 
QUANTITY OF 
ARROWS, AND SHE 
FORCED US TO 

( wasTe THEM. 


A-AZUMI... 
MY FINGERS... 


LET'S WASH 
THE BLOOD 
OFF IN THE 





RELAX THE A 
MUSCLES 


IN YOUR 
FINGERS! 2 





IT’S BEST TO 
REMOVE THEM. 
I'LL WASH 

7 THEM FOR 


ill 





Z SSM 
srr 





YOU DID 7 yeu 


FINE! 


You Two 
FOUGHT 
VERY WELL! 
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CHAPTER 6: UNREST 





YOU EVEN 

a Mie 2 WE ARE LENT US 

STANCES, £ VERY , YOUR AID! 
BUT... se dle. . GRATEFUL! 


YEAH! THAT'S { (ALL THEM MEN 
TERRIBLE! AGAINST JUST 
TWO FELLAS HERE 
AND ONE LITTLE 


















































































































































AZUMI...DID YOU 
PROMISE YOUR HAND 
IN MARRIAGE TO THE 

MAN CALLED HYOSUKE? 


Py 


OF RELATIONSHIP Ive 
DO YOU TWO NEVER 
THOUGHT 


ml THEN WHAT KIND 





BUT...WHEN 
HYOSUKE- 
DONO 
BECOMES A 
SCULPTOR... 


rm curious | Se WHY DO 
ABOUT IT! YOU ASK 
Me THAT 

NOW? 


BECAUSE | 
DON'T KNOW 
WHEN I'LL BE 

KILLED... 

I'VE NEVER 

IMAGINED 


ANYTHING ABOUT 
MY FUTURE, NOT 
EVEN ONCE! 





WILL STAY 
FOREVER IN 
THIS WORLD. 


AND THEY PeoPLe WiLL (i 
WHEN | fay STILL See THEM MANY Vil 
THINK OF ™ centuries IB 


| FEEL A 
HAPPINESS THAT 
I'VE NEVER 
REALLY FELT 
BEFORE... 


HYOSUKE-DONO’S 
SUCCESS...HAS 
BECOME MY DREAM 
NOW AS WELL. 





HYOSUKE- 
DONO’S 
DREAM IS My 


aaa 
THAT'S... SOMETHING My il P 
COMPLETELY UNRELATED \t i 
TO WHAT WE'RE RISKING ) 
OUR LIVES FOR. 


TORANOSUKE, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
SAYING? 





1, WHO CAN'T 
HAVE AN INHERI- 
TANCE, THOUGHT 

THAT I'D HAVE 

LIVED ALL MY 

LIFE AT HOME, 
OR I'D HAVE 
BECOME A SON 
IN LAW, ADOPTED 
INTO THE FAMILY 
OF A WOMAN | 
DON’T EVEN 















$0 | CONVINCED 
MYSELF INSTEAD OF 
LIVING A LIFE LIKE 
THAT TO USE MY 
SWORD FOR THE SAKE 
OF THIS COUNTRY AND 
ITS PEOPLE! AND so | 
LEFT MY HOME! 





| THOUGHT 
| COULD 
ACHIEVE 
SUCH 
» } GREAT 
( THINGS! 





























BUT... 
























































tt 


| HAVEN'T BECOME A 
COWARD, NOR HAVE | 
LOST MY CONFIDENCE. 









































PLEASE DO 
NOT MISUNDER- 
STAND Me! 























THAT'S WHY | TOLD YOU SO 

MANY TIMES TO LEAVE ME 

BE, GO BACK AND WAIT FOR 
TENKAI-SAMA’S ORDERS! 


HAVING 
ACCOMPLISHED NOT 
A SINGLE THING, 
MY LIFE WOULD BE 
SNUFFED OUT IN 
A MOMENT... 








EVEN IF | HAD 
LOST My LIFE IN 
THIS FIGHT PRO- 

TECTING YOU, | 

WOULDN'T 

HAVE HAD ANY 

REGRETS!! 


FEEL THAT 
WAY? IF | HAVE 
TO ANSWER 
MY OWN 
QUESTION? 





























BECAUSE YOURS 

IS A LIFE | CAN 

RISK MINE FOR 
WITH NO 
REGRETS! 








AND | THOUGHT IF MY 
SHORT LIFE ENDED . er us 
WITHOUT TELLING YOU 
ANYTHING? 


| WOULD’VE 
FELT SO 


asour women |S 
AS EXISTENCES 
WITHIN THE 





BUT MEETING 
YOU, SEEING 
you! 


IN THIS SHORT TIME, IT 


SEEMS THAT YOU, 
AZUMI, HAVE BECOME 
AN EXISTENCE CON- 
STANTLY PRESENT 
INSIDE MY HEART. 


YOU'RE 

WORTH 
yp RISKING MY 
y WHOLE LIFE 





THEN...! WANT YOU TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT HERE 
THERE’S A MAN WHO 
THINKS HE WOULD’VE NO 
REGRETS EVEN IF HE 
LOST HIS LIFE IN A FIGHT 

PROTECTING YOU! . 





IT'D BE 
FOOLISH TO 


ueTto ¥ 
oursELVes! THIS SITU- 
ATION, 





TO WHAT YOU 
TWO JUST 
SAID THERE!? 


TELL us 
HONESTLY 
HOW YOU 
FEEL! 





LL HAVE 
NO REGRETS 


CJ i SHOULD | FALL | || 

2 ie IN BATTLE a 
Pe DEFENDING YOU! h 
Z 
























































How...AM | 
SUPPOSED TO 





AZUMI...ARE WE 
JUST YOUR 
JUNIORS TO 


vd 


!) 


IT Seems | 
FELL IN LOVE 
WITH YOU, 
T00, 
Azumil 





1...HAD NINE 
COMRADES WHO 
| GREW UP 
WITH...SINCE | 
WAS LITTLE... 





TO YOUR KNOW HOW 
FEELINGS TO RESPOND 

















| HI? HEIKICHI!? 

YOU'LL LET 
ME RIDE 
ON YOUR 
BACK!?: 





WHAT 
FUN 
THIS IS! 


CHIYOZO IS IN 
A VERY GOOD 
MOOD TODAY... 
WONDER WHAT 


HAHAHA! 
SO FUNNY, 
HEIKICHIE 





HE'S BECOME THAT 
SENILE HAG’S HORSE 
ALRIGHT... 


$0 MUCH 


FUN! I’M SO 
HAPPY, 
HEIkICHI! 






































me a 


| 





CHAPTER 7: RANDOM ATTACK 














> AS PLEASE 
“5 GOFAURRY 
<==, AND LEAVE! ¢ 


i4 


PLEASE 
TRY TO 
CALM HIM 
DOWN. | DO. 


NOT WISH TO 
KILL CHIYOZO. 


CHIYOZO! 
CHIYOZO! 








TRAIN 
PROPERLY AND 
YOU'LL BE 
ABLE RP FEEL 








ON THE 
‘SOUNDS 
OF THE 
FROGS, THE 
INSECTS. 









































ae YOULL 
ER TY KNOW 
a WHEN THE 
CHANGES 
OccuiR. 
aa 











W ppg 










































































YOU'RE A 
MILITARY, 
FORCE MEANT 


MONKS AND 
YET,..SUCH A 
DISGRACE! 


SHUT UP. 
WITH COMMENTS 
LIKE THAT! 
FOR GOOD! 




















THE HELL 
YA WANT?! 


NO MATTER WHAT. 


IT_TAKES, WE NEED 
TO GET A LOTTA 
MONEY! AZUMI 
IS OUR PREY! 





WAAAAH! 
THEY'RE 
FIGHTING! 








prssowy 








CHIYOZ0! 
A QUARREL! 
A FIGHT! 


STOP ‘EM 
CHIvozof 


PLease 
4, CHI¥Oz6! 





CHIYOZO! 
5 STOP THEEEM! 







































































































































































































































































FATHER! 


CAN'T 
MESS WITH 
THAT Gly! S <) 








LETS RUN 
FOR NOW, 
2) FATHER!!! 
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